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THE LIFE OF THE HOLY VIRGIN MARTYR CECILIA 
AND THOSE WITH HER: VALERIAN, TIBURTIUS, AND MAXIMUS 

(whose memory the Church celebrates on November 22nd) 
‘The holy virgin Cecilia was born in Rone of honorable and wealthy par- 
ents. Having heard the preaching of the Gospel, she believed in 
Ghrise and became inflamed with love for Him. She decided not co mar- 
ry, but to preserve her virginity for che immaculate bride, Christ 
God. Against her will, her parents betrothed her co a noble pagan by 
the name of Valerian. They were made to wear precious clothing with 
golden decorations. She, however, wore a coarse hair-shire under her 
precious clothing, and within her heart was love for Christ. She fer- 
vently prayed to Him that tle would preserve her pure and {ree from the 
marriage bonds. When the wedding day arrived and che merriment had be~ 
gun, she sighed from the depth of her grie{-stricken heart and cried 
out Co the Lord these words of the Psalmisc: Let my heart be blameless 
in Thy statutes, that T may not be put to shame. (118:80) Zealously 
and with tears she prayed to Him to send her an angel to protect her 
virginity. When evening had come, the newlyweds were led inco the 
bridal chamber. Then Cecilia said to her husband: "I want, beloved 
youth, to tell you a secret. An angel of the Lord is with me and he 
is the protector of my virginity. Him you cannot see, but if you 
touch me, he will immediacely slay you, for he is here ready to pro- 
tect me from any violence.” Hearing this, Valerfan became afraid, 
thus proving that an angel was sent from heaven co protect the bride 
of Christ from the union with the pagan youth. Valerian began to en- 
treat Cecil{a to show him the angel. She answered him thus: "Thou art 
a man who knoweth not the true God. Therefore, chou art unable to 
behold the Lord's angel uncil thou be cleansed from che uncleann 
of thy paganism." “In what manner may I be cleansed?" asked Valer 
There is an Elder," she answered, "with the name of Urban. le is the 
bishop of the Christians and is able co cleanse pagans by baptism and 
to make them behold the angels. If chou desirese co cleanse thyself 
and to see God's angels, go to him and tell him everything thou hasc 
heard from me. Then, when he hath cleansed chee, return and thou 
shalt see the angel, and chou shalt receive from him whac chou des 
est." “But where can I find this elder?" Valerian asked. "Go," an- 
swered Cecilia, "down the Appian Way, and when chou mcetest poor Lulk, 
tell them that Cecilia wants to tell a secret to the elder Urban 
through thee, and that I have sent thee chat thou wouldest take me co 
him." Valerian went down the Appian Way according to che words of his 
betrothed, and he did meet the poor, to whom Cecilia was well-known 


for she often gave alms to chem. They cook him =o Bishop Urban, who 
was hiding himself from the persecutors in combs, caves, and in poor 
devastated churches. 


When Valerian told Bishop Urban the words of Saint cecilia, he rejoic- 
ed. Then he knelt and lifted up his hands zo heaven, and said wiz! 
tears: "Such is Thy servant, 0 Lord Jesus; she is as a bee bringing 
up honey into the Church! She received a young man like a ion, and 
has sent him unco me as an humble lamb; for if he had noz belived her 
words, he would not have come unto me. Therefore, open Thou, 0 word 
his heart to understanding of che truth co che end, so chaz he may 
know Thee, the crue God, and chat he may renounce Sacan and his deeds 
When he had prayed thus, suddenly an eider appeared. He had an hon- 
orable appearance, and his clothing was white as snow. In his hands 
was a book, and he stood before Valerian and opened the books so that 
Valerian could read it. Valerian was frightened by this vision, and 
fell to the ground. The elder who had appeared lifced him up and said 
“Read, my son, what is written in this book, and thou wilt be vouch= 
safed to be cleansed, and to see the angel of whom chy becroched hath 
spoken. Valerian looked at the book, and read these words writcen in 
gold: “One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all 
who is above all, and through all, and in you all. Amen." (Eph 4:5£ 
When Valerian had read these words, the elder who had appeared asked 
him: "Believest chou, my child, that this is crue, or dost chou still 
have doubes?" Valerian answered in a loud voice: "Truly, there is 
nothing more true than these words." Immediately, chat elder disap- 
peared. Then Urban the bishop began co teach, using che words which 
Valerian had read. When he had taught him sufficiently, he baptized 
him, and then sent him back to his betrothed. When Valerian returned 
he found St. Cecilia praying in her room, and he saw God's angel stand- 
ing beside her, shining with exceeding brightness and beauty. In his 
hands, the angel held two wreaths made of red roses and white lilies 
niving off an extraordinary fragrance. One wreath he placed upon che 
head of Cecilia and the other upon Valerian's head, saying: "Procect 
these wreaths; remain with both a clean heart and pure body. I brough 
chem from Paradise and they have a great miraculous power; chey shall 
never fade and never lose their fragrance. No one, save lovers of 
purity such as ye are, is able co behold them. And chou, 0 Valeri~ 
an, has agreed with che decision of chy betrothed to preserve thy pu- 
rity; for this, God hach sent me to chee, that thou mayest receive of 
Nim everything that chou askest." 


“There is no one in this world so dear to me as my brother Tiburtius," 


Valerian answered, prostrating co the angel. "Therefore, 1 pray che 
Lord that He would deliver my brother from perdicion and the power o 
the devil, as He hath delivered me, co covert him to Him and co per~ 
fect us in the work of confessing His holy name." With a joyous face, 
the angel said to him: "what thou hast asked for is pleasing to God, 
and We will fulfil chy wish. We will save chy brother Tiburciu: 
through thee, as He hath saved thee through Cecilia, and you both to~ 
gether shall struggle in the podvig of martyrdom." When che angel had 
said these things, he disappeared. Valerian and Cecilia rejoiced in 
Christ, and they spent their time in soul-proficing conversation 


At that time, Tiburtius came to Valerian and said: "I smell the frag~ 
rance of roses and lilies here; from whence is this fragrance by which 
I am so delighted that 1 feel myself is some way to be renewed 

“Thou art truly delighted by the fragrance, my dear brother," answered 
Valerian, "because I prayed to God on thy behalf, chat thou mighcest 

be granted to receive an unfading wreath and to begin to Love iim Whose 
blood is like the color of roses, and Whose body is like lilies." "Am 
I dreaming, or art thou truly speaking to me?" exclaimed Tiburtius 

“Up unto now, we had lived as in a dream," answered Valerian. "We 
worshipped false gods and unclean demons, but now we are living in the 
Truth and in the grace of God." 


"Who taught thee this?" asked Tiburtius. "I was taught by an angel 
of God," answered Valerian. "And thou shalt chyself also be able co 
see him, if thou dost cleanse thyself from the defilement of the i- 
dols.” Tiburtius wanted to see the angel, but Valerian said that it 
was necessary first to believe in the one true God and to receive lo~ 
ly Baptism; then it would be possible to await the appearance of the 
angel. St. Cecilia took upon herself to teach Tiburtius about the 
truth of the Christian Faith. On the one hand she showed the falsity 
of the pagan gods and that the idols are without power; on che other 
she showed the power and omnipotence of the true God, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The divine words of the holy virgin had such an effect upon 
Tiburtius that he completely denounced paganism, and said to cecili 
"I believe that there is no other god than che Christian God, and- trom 
this moment, I wish to serve Him alone." On hearing this, Cecilia was 
so happy that she began with even greater zeal to ceach Tiburtius o 
the Incarnation of the Son of God, about His miracles, His voluncar 
Passion and Death, which We took upon Himself in His love for minkind. 


Tiburtius became more and more moved in his hearc, and became complece- 
ly inflamed with love for the Lord. Seeing the warmth of his faich, 
che virgin said to him: "If thou dosc believe in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
go together with thy brother to our Christian bishop, and receive from 
him Holy Illumination. Then, cleansed from sins, thou shalt be woi 
thy to see the angel. Tiburcius looked at his brother and asked 
whom dost thou desire to cake me?" "We shall go to the man of God 
Urban," answered Valerian. "He chat is the Christian bishop is an 
old man, wise and righteous; his face is like that of an angel, and 
all his words are true.” “Art thou not speaking about that Urban," 
continued Tiburtius, “of whom 1 have heard chat he was twice condemned 
to death, and that he now is hiding himself somewhere to escape death’ 
But if we go to him, and if they that seek his death find us with him 
they shall kill us also.” With this, Saint Cecilia began to talk to 
him concerning eternal life in heaven---the reward of the holy martyrs 
who have suffered death for Christ. 


Then Tiburtius became inflamed with the desire to suffer for the faith 
and said: “Let the people who have lost their minds love this shor! 
life; but as for me, I desire life everlasting. Take me, brother, to 
the bishop, and lec him cleanse me, thereby making me to be a partici- 
pant in everlasting life!" Valerian took his brother to the bishop 
and told him everything. Pleased by che conversion of Tiburtius, Urban 
received him with love, baptized him, and for seven days allowed him 
to live with him, so that he could instruct him in the mysteries of 
our holy Faith. After baptism, Tiburcius was vouchsafed such grace 
that he saw holy angels and conversed with them, and received from God 
everything that he asked. He worked many miracles, cogether with his 
brother, in healing the sick. They distributed cheir property to 
needy Christians, and to orphans and widows. They ransomed prisoners 
from the jails, and buried wich honor the bodies of the holy martyrs 
of Christ, of whom there were at that time a great number. The prefect 
of the town, by the name of Almachius, by the command of the Emperor 
was mercilessly shedding the blood of Christians, sentencing them to 
torture and death. When he heard about che good works of Tiburtius 

and Valerian from his spies, he commanded that they be brought forth- 
with to him. "Why are you dishonoring your exalted family," has asked 
them, “and are ye burying them who were killed according to the command 
of the Emperor for their many crimes, and who gave away their possess- 
ions to their own people which all have denied? Is ic possible that 

ye are following che same deception as they; and do ye want to become 


the same as they?" "Oh, if God would find us worthy," answered Tibur~ 
tius, as the older of the two, "co be counced in che number of His ser— 
vants who have abandoned that which seems to exist but in face does not 
exist, and instead found that which seems not co be, but in fact does 
exist." "What is chat," asked ch prefect, “which, according to thee 
seems to exist but in fact exists not? I understand not what chou 
sayest." Tiburtius explained to him that all of which this cemporal 
world consists and all ic offers and promises to men merely appears 

to be something of substance and importance, but in reality is nothing 
due co its ephemeral nature. But everlasting life, according to people 
attached to the world, does noc exist, because they do not see ite 
However, everlasting life does exist, and indeed shall lasc forever, 
and therein shall be great reward for the righteous and the faithful 
but for the evil and the unfaichful, there shall be fire and eternal 
torments, The prefect began long talk with chem, and heard from them 
the beneficial teachings about the holy Faith and the renunciation o 
the world. However, he did not agree with this teaching, and he com- 
manded them to bring an offering to the pagan gods. 


When they refused to obey, he commanded that Valerian be mercilessly 
beaten with sticks; but he rejoiced while being cortured, saying: "So 
that day has come for which my heart has desired. My feast—day has 
arrived; this is a day of joy for me." But the town crier screamed 
out: "Do not humiliate the gods and goddesses." ‘Then Valerian address~ 
ed all them that stood about: "Men, Roman citizens! May my cormone 
not turn you away from the truth; be brave and destroy ye these wooden 
and stone gods, because everyone who worships them will be burned by 
the eternal fire." In the meanwhile, an official was sent from the 
head of the city, by the name of Tarkinius. He quietly said to the 
prefect that {f the Christians were not put to death as soon as poss~ 
ible, they would distribute their property to their own kind, to the 
poor and the widows, and that he would not receive anyching. When che 
prefect heard this, he ordered that the marcyrs be taken to Pagus Tro- 
pius, four miles outside of Rome, nigh unto the cemple of Jupiter 
where they were to offer sacrifice, or be beheaded with a sword. To. 
gether with the executioner and the soldiers, an official by the name 
of Maximus was sent to be a witness. On the way, Maximus was looking 
at the passsionbearers, and he shed tears and exclaimed: "Oh precious 
blossom of youth! Union of brotherly love! Oh wonderful couple of 
noble and venerable youth! Why do you run co your deaths as though 
you were running to a great banquet?” 


Tiburtius replied: “If we did not know the certainty of ecernal life 
which awaits us after our death, we would noz rejoice ar losing our 
temporary life.” Maximus asked: “What kind of life is chere afcer 
this earthly life?" Tiburtius answered: "as our body is arrayed in 
clothes, so our soul is covered with flesh, but after deach che body 
will return co dust, but it shall rise like the Phoenix; and :he soul, 
if it be holy and righteous---che time will come when ic shall be zak- 
en immediately by angels into paradise and there, living in joy, i 
shall await the common resurrection." "and I,” said Maximus, “was 
moved by the words of Tiburtius, and I indeed would renounce chis tem- 
porary life, if I could be certain that I would be found worthy of 
this other life of which thou speakest." “If chou dost wish to be 
certain about eternal life," Valerian retorted, “promise me tha: chow 
shalt sincerely repent and renounce thy paganism and curn to che God 
Whom we preach; then we promise thee that immediazely afcer we are be- 
headed and our souls are seperated from our bodies, chou shalt see the 
glory of the eternal life which we shall inheric." Maximus vowed so~ 
lemnly: "May I be burned by fire if 1 do not believe from this time 
hence, in the one God Who is bestowing eternal life after this tempo- 
rary Life: only, do chou fulfil thy promise to me." "Go command thy 
servants," said the saints, "that they hinder us not from going into 
thy house, and we shall try to send to thee a man who will enlighten 
thy soul, so chat thou shalt be able co behold clearly that which we 
have promised chee." Maximus with joy took them inco his home, as 
there were none to contradict his desire. There the saincs began to 
give soul-saving calks and to teach them the faith of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Everyone who was living in the house was attentively listen- 
ing co chem until late at night, and all believed: Maximus and his 
whole house, and even some of the guards. 


Saint Cecilia came co chem at night with clergy, and all who believed 
were baptized. They spent the night in praying and conversing about 
eternal Life. When the dawn had arrived, the holy virgin said to the 
passionbearcrs of Christ: "By brave and fearless, 0 soldiers of Christ 
The darkness of night (s leaving, and che light is beginning to shine 
bress yourselves with che weapon of light, and go and complete your 
odvige You have fought a good fight, you have kept che faith; go 
therefore and receive your crown of righteousness (II Tim 4:7), which 
the lord shall give you." And the saints hurriedly went to the place 
of exccution. As they were passing the temple of Jupiter, the pagan 
d to force them to burn incense on the altar of the god 


for no one was permitted to pass by the temple without offering in— 
cense. The saints not only did not listen to the pagan priests, but 
even laughed at their stupidity; and therefore they were immediately 
beheaded. Immediately after the execution, Maximus, who had made his 
vow to the saints, bore testimony before all that he had seen angels 
of God which were shining like the sun, and which removed the souls of 
the saints from their bodies; and that he had watched chem ascending 
into the heavens. After this, many of che pagans began co believe in 
God. 


When the prefect learned that Maximus had accepted the Christian Faith, 
he ordered that he be beaten with rods. During che torments, Maximus 
gave his soul over to the Lord. St. Cecilia took his body and buried 
it with those of the other holy martyrs, Tibutrius and Valerian. Since 
Maximus had begun to believe in the resurrection of the dead when i 
was explained co him that it was like unto the rising of the Phoenix 
from the mud, St. Cecilia ordered that the Phoenix be depicted on his 


grave. 


After the prefect had given the holy ones over to death, he wanted to 
take their property. However, there was no property---for St. Cecilia 
had managed to give everything to the poor. Therefore she in turn 

was apprehended, according to the command of the prefect. She said to 
the servants of the prefect: "Listen to me, my fellow-citizens and bro- 
thers. You are servants of the prefect, but it seems co me that your 
souls do not glory in his unbelief. I desire to suffer and die for 
my Christ because I do not value this short earthly life, but I value 
eternal life. So that I may pass more quickly to eternal life, take 
me and torture me. Have no mercy on account of my youth, but give me 
over to death. 


On hearing this, they felt compassion that such a beautiful, noble and 
wise girl desired death, and besought her that she would not voluntari- 
ly destroy her beauty. But she told them: "I am not destroying my 
blossoming youth; I am only exchanging it for something much better. 

I am exchanging dirt for gold, clay for precious stones, and earthly 
fleshly prisons for heavenly chambers shining with light. Do you sup- 
pose that such an exchange is bad? I wish the same things for you." 
She spoke for a long time about the reward which is awaiting the right 
eous. And all of the people who heard her were deeply moved, both men 
and women. Indeed, there was a great multitude in her home. Finally, 


the saint asked them with a loud voice: "Do you believe chat what I 
have said is true?” Everyone, as if one man, replied: "Yea, we believe 
and confess that Christ, Whom chou arc preaching, is true God, and chaz 
thou art His true servant." She rejoiced in che depths of her soul at 
this answer, and immediately sent for Bishop Urban. When he arrived 
at her house, he baptized four hundred men and women who believed in 
Christ, and the house of Cecilia became a church of God. 


The Almachius ordered the righteous servant of Christ to court. There 
he asked her about her faith, and he heard from her a fearless con- 
fession of the name of Christ. "Whence dost thou have such courage?" 
he asked her angrily. "From a good conscience," replied the saint 

"and from unshaken faith." "Knowest thou not, that I have the imperia 
rights of life and death over all citizens?" "Thou dost indeed lie," 
replied the saint, "when thou sayest that thou has power concerning 
Life. Thou shouldest say that chou hast only power to kill, and not 

to give life. For thou canst kill, buc thou canst not restore life." 
“Bring an offering to the gods and renounce Christ, and thou shalt be 
free," insisted the judge of the court. But the saint announced that 
she Was ready to die for Christ. Then the torturer commanded that she 
be taken to her home and killed in an extremely hot bath. For three 
days and three nights she was tormented with heat and smoke, but che 
grace of God cooled and revived her. When Almachius found out that che 
martyr remained alive in the hot bath for such a long time, he command- 
ed that she be beheaded there. The executioner went to her and thrice 
struck her neck with the sword, but he did not completely cut off her 
head with the sword. And thus he left her- Believers came with 
sponges and cloths to collect her blood. She lived for three days, 
speaking to the Christians and strengthening them. Finally, she gave 
up her soul during prayer, and was then buried with all honor by the 
faithful. 


[Uranslation supplied by a novice at Holy Trinity Monastery, who desires to remain anonyaous.] 
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THE HOLY MARTYR CINDEUS THE PRESBYTER 
(July Lith) 


Being in no wise deserving of immolation, 
0 Cindeus, saved from the fire, 
thus didst thou die. 


‘The holy martyr Cindeus was from the town of Talmenia Side of Pam- 
phylia, but his forbears hailed from Un. sda. During the reign of 
Emperor Diocletian, in the year 290, | was taken to the governor. 
one Stratonicus, and boldly confessea Christ before him. Where- 
fore, they affixed iron shoes to hi. feet wich nails and compelled 
him to run to the site of the so-called Sacred Gate. There they 
came upon a man bearing a load of wood. Inasmuch as the pagans de- 
sired to confiscate the wood to immolate the martyr, the holy one 
himself paid the man thirty coins as the price of the fuel. And 
when the pagans wished to force others to carry the wood, the saint 
would not permit it, but bore it himself on his own shoulders. 
When the fire was lit, the valiant scruggler stepped into its midst 
and there taught and exhorted the pagans to embrace the Faith o 
Christ; yet, he was in no wise harmed by the fire. 


Then it transpired that the atmosphere grew dark and thunder sounded 
and Lightning flashed forth; but the holy one prayed, and straight- 
way calm was restored and the clouds were dispersed. Then he sur- 
rendered his spirit into the hands of God. Beholding this wonder 
the pagan priest believed on Christ, and not only himself, but he 
also persuaded his wife to believe. She then sent her handmaid to 
obtain the remains of the saint and buried them with myrrh and 
winding sheets. Then both of them received Holy Baptism, 


There was in Talmenia Side a certain deacon of the Church, Orestes 
by name, who also hailed from Umanada. Taking up the precious re- 
mains of the holy Cindeus and his precious head, 0 the wonder! he 
was caught up in the air as Habbakuk of old had been, and was borne 
in a single day from Pamphylia to Umanada, his homeland. There he 
fashioned a coffer and had the priests enshrine the relics therein, 
as is the order and custom for such a deposition of the remains of 
the saints. 


[Translated from ‘The Great Synaxaristes of the Orthodox Church’ 
(in Greek), Sth edition, Vol VII, p. 233; courtesy of the staff of 
ORTHODOX LIFE. ] 
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WHY DO ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS FAST? 


[this is the First ina nee series of articles, with illustrations by Luke Gehring of St. Pantileinon's 
Orthodox Church in Kimeapolis, Wi. The series vill eventually be reprinted as a booklet for the in- 
Formation of Orthodox children, converts , and inquirers. Consents and suggestions for inprovenent of 
the text, as well as suggestions for further articles, will be happily accepted.) 


From the very earliest days of che Church, che eating habics of faith~ 
ful Christians have been regulated by spiricual concerns, for we are 
called to have our eyes fixed on the Kingdom of Heaven, and co wean 
ourselves away from our human passions...unlike those whose ‘god 

their belly’. It {s our natural human tendency to seek to grasp for 
ourselves whatever we desire...whatever ‘comes naturally’, in che jar- 
gon of the day. But it is not co being ‘natural’ (fallen) men that 
Our Lord calls us, but rather co ‘be perfect’, to empty ourselves of 
human and fleshly passion, to imicate Him in His Divinicy as well as 
in His humanity. 


To this end, the Church very quickly developed a discipline of fast- 
ing from certain kinds of foods at various cimes of the year. The 
writings of the early Fathers of the Church are full of references 
to this fasting, and cercain of the great Councils specify the form 
of it. The specific details of the fasc have varied somewhat through- 
out the twenty centuries of che Church's hiscory, and from place to 
place (reflecting local availabilities of certain kinds of foods), 

but in broad outline the discipline has remained much che same: We 
are called upon to fast on all Wednesdays and Fridays of the year 
(except those which fall within the few fast-free weeks), upon Mon 
days in the shorter fasts before the Feast of the Dormition and the 
Feast of SS. Peter and Paul, throughout the Nativity Fast (beginning 
on 15 Nov.) and the Great Fast before Pascha, and on the Eves of the 
great feasts. At these times, the use of meat and dairy products i 
always restricted; fish is usually prohibited (but permitted in cer- 
tain instances, more liberally in some traditions than in others); 

and wine (alcoholic beverages in general) and oil are restricted much 
of the time. Orthodox Christian married couples are expected to ab- 
stain from sexual activity during these times, and festive social ac~ 
tivity and secular entertainment are inapporpriate. 


Why, one may ask, all this concern over ‘times and seasons’, why this 
preoccupation with the regulation of diet and worldly activity? Ii 
is precisely because it is so easy for us to forget that our only 
true occupation is with the affairs of the Kingdom of Heaven—~with 


sis 


prayer, with service to the Church, with our own repentance and con- 
version and purification. None of these things can be brought about 
by our own unaided =fforts——-but none can be brought about withou 
our accive participation and willingness. 


tt is toward this end that the discipline of fasting is direcced--~co 
recall to us with some regularity the fact that our concern is not to 
be with the affairs and passions of chis world. Further, ic marks for 
us in sharp detail the distinction between the repentance which must 
mark our earthly lives, and the festive anticipation (in the Great 
Feasts commemorating Our Lord's saving Acts, and lesser feasts calling 
to mind the victory of the martyrs and confessors who have gone before 
us to the Joy of the Kingdom) of the joy which awaics us if we abide 
in faithfulness. 


We need also to be aware that diligent adherence to the fascs prepares 
us for the possibility (at che present time a very real one) thac we 
may not always be able to eac just as we would like—-and so for a 
more reasoned and Christian acceptance of possible shortages of food. 
We live in a society which has become accustomed to unremitting luxury 
—-~a society which has prepared us perfectly to be victims of the de~ 
mand, in the days of Antichrist (which may well be upon us), that we 
submit to the Antichrist as a condition of receiving the food which 
we desire. But if we are accustomed to eating little, and to living 
for periods of time only on foods which are readily found upon the 
earth itself, we are much less likely to succumb to this terrible 
temptation. How would we obtain a ‘typical American meal’ if all the 
fast-food joints and all the supermarkets were closed? But let us re. 
call to ourselves the diet of many of the desert-dwellers little 
water, a few boiled herbs, some grasses now and then—-and ask our- 
selves whether they would even notice such a situation! (Needless to 
say, the elaborate 'lenten' meals proposed by some of the cookbooks 
published for use during fasting seasons would be of little help!) 


Finally (and perhaps obvious only to those who have undertaken truly 
to keep the fasts as they were intended, rather than just substituting 
one luxurious food for another), if we keep the fasts, we inevitably 
come to a much deeper appreciation of the goodness of the Lord's cre- 
ation, of the bountiful richness of His goodness toward us. It i 
hard to really appreciate something with which we are constantly 
filled—---but when we deny ourselves something for a time, we come to 
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understand how good it is. To this end, we would do well (with the 
guidance of our spiritual fathers) to extend the fasts beyond that 
which is generally required by the Church, to include abstinence from 
other things with which we are preoccupied, but which do not directly 
lead us toward the Kingdom. 


Why do we fast? Simply, to prepare ourselves for the coming of the 
Bridegroom, the Lord of All. Why do we feast? To celebrate His In- 
carnation for our salvation, and to celebrate by anticipation His Se~ 
cond Coming in glory. May He strengthen us in both our fasting and 
our feasting, that with His grace and blessing we may be emptied of 
our passions and filled with His godliness. 


SINNERS IN THE CHURCH---DO THEY BELONG THERE? 


{From the ORTHOOOK AMERICAN TIRES, Twelve Apostles Orthodox Christian Mission (Russian Orthodox Church 
Outside of Russia), 2041 Argyle Ave., Hollywood, CA 90029.) 


One of the easiest sins to fall into is chat of looking down on our 
brothers and sisters in the Church and feeling that we are better 
than they are. We do it in so many ways and so often that it takes 
an act of God to make us see that we are just like che Pharisees in 
the Gospel. 


Whenever we tell tales, gossip, or just plain ‘tell it like it is’, 
we have set ourselves up as judge, jury and executioner of that other 
person's character. There are only two times in our Christian expe- 
rience when we (legitimately) judge. The first is in the Mystery of 
Repentance (popularly known as Confession); and in the prayer just 
before we receive the Mystery of the Body and Blood of Christ. 


In Gonfession we accuse ourselves of missing. the mark of being icons 
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of Christ. We ‘tell on ourselves’ to God before the Priest, who wit 
nesses this time of self-judging. We list che times we disobeyed 
God's Law, the times we hurt our neighbor, and when we injured our- 
selves. Why is it when we go away forgiven by God, that we can look 
down on those around us and point a finger of accusation at them? 


Apostle St. Paul told us to think of others as better than ourselves 
and not to think so highly of ourselves. He cold us to prefer others 
before us, to honor others more than we honor wurselves. This was 
only building upon the, statement of Our Lord that love of God was 
first, and love of neighbor second, with ourselves last. ‘Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man give up his life for his 
friends.' We know that this was speaking of Our Lord's great love 

in giving up His life for us. But as He is our example, we ought to 
have such love for our brothers and sisters in the Church that we 
would give up our own lives for them if necessary. 


The second time we ‘tell it like it is' would be the wonderful prayer 
we all say just before Holy Communion: 

I believe, 0 Lord, and I confess that Thou art 

truly the Christ, the Son of God, who came into 

the world to save sinners, of whom I AM THE CHIEF... 


This places us squarely in the place of the Publican and Sinner; the 
Harlot and Denier of Christ; the murderer-adulterer David. Outside 
of us, there is no greater sinner in the Church. 


The Lord in His earthly life constantly said, 'I came to save sinners, 
not those who are righteous.’ Therefore in His Church the sinner 
finds his home, the place of cleansing, the font of forgiveness, the 
coffer of charity and compassion. Every prayer, every Mystery, e- 
very chant---all together have one purpose and one purpose alone: to 
purify the human sinner and make every purified sinner a little more 
like Christ. Sinners belong in Church. An4 ne sinner finds he 
cannot instantly satisfy the pious demands of the hypocrite standing 
beside him in Church, then let the sinner glory in the fact that the 
whole Church is dedicated to him and his condition. 


As we see ourselves in the proper light, we will find crue compassion 
springing up within our souls. And compassion upon those around us 
is the fulfilling of the Law of God. 
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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 


God willing, this issue of LIVING ORTHODOXY will be off the press and 
in the mail well before Pascha-.-but at the moment, although the copy 
is nearly ready, a casual observer might think this unlikely-——for th 
pieces of the press licter up the pressroom. Numerous problems with 
the press have been craced co a number of hidden inoperative systems, 
and much energy recently (and no small amount of money!) has been ex~ 
pended in attempting co restore them to proper operation. Many thank 
for assistance are due co che catechumen Leonid Connor in Asheville 
and to a number of machine shops and press service shops in the area 
for their patience and guidance. Along with it, there yill go to the 
press the long-awaiced "Spiritual Portrait of St. John of Kronstadt" 
for which the copy (typeset by che St. John of Kronstadt Orthodox Con~ 
vent in Oklahoma City) has been received and on which layout has be- 
gun. Assembly may or may not be compleced before Pascha, but the ma~ 
ny who have kindly entered prepublication orders may expect them in 
the near future. 


Rewriting and revising of the Letters from a Convert by their author 
is in progress (with the invaluable assistance of notes and comments 
from several sources). The Letters will be republished as a booklet 
(of the same format as "The Sacramental Life" shortly after Pascha. 
Prepublication orders at $2.50/copy postpaid will continue to be ac~ 
cepted until the end of April (NS). 


Next in line, anticipated for publication early in the summer, is the 
also long-awaited "Pictorial Introduction to the Orthodox Faith", for 
which the drawings are nearly complete and on which final editorial 
work will be begun as soon as possible. Prepublication orders for 
this fine work will continue to be accepted (at $3.50/copy postpaid) 
until che end of June (NS) 


Anew series of articles makes ics appearance in this issue, with il- 
lustrations by Luke Gebring of Minneapolis: the "Why do the Orchodox 
2" series. Long-time readers may recall a similar series begun 
with the first issues of LIVING ORTHODOXY, which was dropped primarily 
for lack of space. We look forward to the development of this group 
of articles, which should be of use to those who must seek to answer 
such questions from young Orthodox Christians, converts and inquirers 
—--and which is planned for eventual publication as a booklet. 
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AGAPE COMMUNITY NOTES 


As this [ssue nears press-readiness, we have Just passed the midpoint 
of Great Lent wich che week of the Holy Gross, and repent of our fail- 
ure to keep the Lenten services to this point as we would have wished. 
Too many mules in too many holes demanding to be pulled out: work on 
the press, imperative spring garden work, fruit-tree tending, and on 
and on. And we look ahead to the remaining weeks with the hope and 
prayer that we may more fully celebrate them than the weeks past 


We anticipate with pleasure the return of Fr. loanniky from Holy Tri- 
nity Monastery, to be with us for the celebration of the Temple feas 
of the Holy Annunciation shortly. We wish that it were possible for 
more of our brethren around the central part of the country co be with 
us at that cime...but the mid-week time, as well as its proximity to 
Holy Week, makes that unlikely. 


We greet these weeks of early spring with much joy. Spoiled by a week 
of almost summer weather, we now endure a ‘relapse’ (although even it 
is spring by northern standards—--days in the 40's and 50's, night 

of frost) with some impatience, awaiting the end of ‘heating weather 
as we watch things turn green all around us...in the knowledge that 
all that green means that it will not be too long before we will be 
ensconced in a nearly tropical 'lushness'...a bit too much greenery 


News bulletins are filled with {nformation concerning the forthcoming 
‘World's Fair’ in Knoxville, to which we assume it is likely that some 
Orthodox visitors will find their way. It is an unfortunate testimony 
to the state of the Church in this part of the country that, at a dis— 
tance of some 120 miles, the Temple here is the nearest crue Orthodox 
Church to che fair. However, as we hear that accomodations are so 
short in Knoxville that there are plans to house people as far away 
as Atlanta (much farther from the Fair), with daily charcer buses-~ 
perhaps we are not too far away to be able to provide the Services of 
the Church for Fair visitors (although there will be no charter-bus 
service to Liberty!). Liberty is located on US Highway 70, some 15 
miles south of 1-40, and 60 miles SE of Nashville. Fair visitors 

(and any Orthodox travellers) are invited and encouraged to make their 
travel plans to allow them to join us for services on Sundays and 
festivals. While housing is available for visitors here, it is on the 
primitive side, and for those who do not wish to engage in a recurn 
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to more primitive living, ‘standard’ motel accomodations are available 
at several locations within a 20-mile radius. We would encourage those 
who wish to stop here to call (615/536-5239) for more exact directions, 
and for assistance in arranging local accomodations. 


We greet with joy the forthcoming union to the holy Church of the 
youngest of our older daughters (previously Amy, but henceforth Tati- 
ana, in honor of the holy new-martyr), by Holy Chrismation, at the 
Church of Our Saviour in Indianapolis, which is expected at Pascha. 
Our heartfelt thanks on her behalf as well as ours co the many whose 
prayers have assisted her along the pathway to salvation. May she 
bear her name and seal with honor, becoming a dedicated and faithful 
handmaiden of the Lord! 


Because of this blessed evenc, it is possible that, should we find 
that there are none with plans to be at Agape for the Paschal celebra~ 
tion, a last-minuce decision might be made to keep the final days of 
Holy Week and Pascha itself with our brethren in Indianapolis. So.+s 
if any of our friends have plans to be here for those services, please 
be so good as to let us know as early as possible---lesc someone drive 
to Liberty on Holy Thursday, only to find a note on the door! 


WITH THE BLESSING OF HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN PHILARET, PRESELDENT OF 
THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS, The Orthodox Church of St. John the Russian in 
Ipswich, Massachusetts, will host a Christian Life Conference during 
the first week of August 1982 (July 19/August 1-July 26/August 8). The 
Conference will be dedicated to the veneration of the Holy New-Marcyrs 
of Russia, and will begin on Sunday evening 19 July/1 August with a 
Molieben to the Holy New-Martyrs, followed by a full Vigil offered to 
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God in commemoration of the Holy Prophet Elias. The Conference w 
end with Divine Licurgy followed by a light breakfast in the Church 
function hall on Saturday morning 26 July/8 August. 


‘The guiding theme of the Conference will be The Orthodox Church and 
the Kingdom of God: And He said: 'Unco you it is given to know th 
mysteries of the Kingdom of God." (Luke 8:10. 


The Conference format will include daily worship of Vespers, Hours 
and Divine Liturgy, and a series of lectures each followed by a forum 
of comments by selected clergy and laity, and open discussion with 
comments and questions from the floor. Each day will include two lec~ 
tures, and one forum and open discussion. In parallel with the adult 
sessions, there will be a comprehensive program of talks, educational 
events and activities for the young adults and children, including a 
nursery care service. 


The Conference setting will be the lovely campus of Gordon College, 
located 12 minutes south of Ipswich and 45 miles norch of Boston. Al 
services will be held at the Church of St. John the Russian. The 
Gordon campus is very attractive: 250 acres, with walking paths in a 
setting of fresh-water ponds and wooded areas. All of the buildings 
and Conference facilities stand upon a 10-acre plot of land. There 
are ample opportunities for recreation on the grounds. The Campus 
offers for our use 50 3- and 4-room air-conditioned apartments for 
families, and attractive double and single-occupancy rooms for 300 
individuals. There are adequate lecture hall facilities, and all the 
meals will be taken at the Student Center Dining Hall overlooking Coy 
Pond. The College, which does not have a summer school program, will 
host no other activity during our Conference proceedings, providing 
us with the essential ingredient of privacy. 


Fees for the full Conference are $125 or $135 for adults (depending 
on housing facilities), wich reductions for young adults and children 
Advance deposits ($50 for adults, $40 for children) are required to 
ensure space. Further information and registration forms may be ob- 
tained by writing: 

ORTHODOX CONFERENCE 1982 

Orthodox Church of St. John the Russian 

12 Mt. Pleasant St. 

Ipswich, MA 01938 


AN APPEAL: ST. XENIA'S CHURCH, WEST VIRGINIA 
Brothers and sisters in Christ our Saviour: SLAVA ISUS CHRISTU: 


With the blessings of His Grace Bishop Gregory, our diocesan bishop, 
the St. Xenia's Orchodox Church has recently purchased a 3/4 acre 
tract of land. This land is situated five miles from the town of 
Moundsville, WV, on US Route 250. It is within a fifteen minute driv 
of Wheeling, WV and Interstate Route 70. We felt this location would 
be accessible to those wishing to visic and pray with us. 


With Vladyka Gregory's blessing as well, we have purchased a used mo~ 
bile home. We will hold services in che mobile home until such time 
as we have funds co build. Afcer our church co the Blessed St. Xenia 
of Petersburg is built, we will convert the mobile home into a resi- 
dence for our priest, Fr. Demecrios Serfes, who recently arrived in 
Moundsville as our permanenc priest. The Church we hope to build 
will be,a replica of the Church dedicated to St. Xenia in the Smo~ 
lensk cemetery. 


ALL of this has been accomplished because our beloved Orthodox bro~ 
thers and sisters have been so generous and love St. Xenia as we do 
With your prayers and kind support we will succeed in our spiricual 
efforts. At the same time we will always remember you in our prayers 
and we humbly beg you to please pray for us 


Needless to say, after these expenditures our building fund is de~ 
pleted, and much more work is yet to be done. We still desperately 
need funds, but with St. Xenia's help and the guiding hand of our 
good Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ we will find a way. Contri- 
butions toward the Church may be sent to 

St. Xenia's Orthodox Church 

Building Fund 

PO Box 825 

Moundsville, WV 26041 


May God send down His rich blessings upon ail who struggle to maintain 
the Orthodox Faith pure and unadulterated in our times, and may holy 
St. Xenia the Blessed protect and preserve all who venerate her holy 
memory and assist us in constructing a Church which will be a fitting 
memorial to her! 
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ST. HIPPOLYTUS, BISHOP AND MARTYR: 
ON THE END OF THE WORLD, AND ON ANTICHRIST, 
AND ON THE SECOND COMING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 


(second installment in a serial reprinting) 


For in every respect that deceiver seeks to make himself appear like 
the Son of God. Christ is a lion, and Antichrist is a lion. Christ 
is king of things celestial and things terrestrial, and Antichrist 
will be king upon earth. The Saviour was manifested as a lamb; and 
he, too, will appear as a lamb, while he is a wolf within. The Sav- 
iour was circumcised, and he in like manner will appear in circumci- 
sion. The Saviour sent the Apostles to all the nations, and he in 
like manner will send false apostles. Christ gathered together the 
dispersed sheep, and he in like manner will gather together the dis- 
persed people of the Hebrews. Christ gave to those who believed in 
Him the honorable and life-giving Cross, and he in like manner will 
give his own sign. Christ appeared in the form of a man, and he in 
like manner will come forth in the form of a man. Christ arose from 
among the Hebrews, and he will spring from among the Jews. Christ 
displayed His flesh like a temple, and raised it up on the third da 
and he, too, will raise up again the temple of stone in Jerusalem 
And these deceits fabricated by him will become quite intelligible to 
those who listen to us attentively, from what shall be set forth next 
in order. 


For through the Scriptures we are instructed in two advents of the 
Christ and Saviour. And the first after the flesh was in humiliation 
because He was manifested in lowly estate. So then His second ad- 
vent is declared to be in glory; for He comes from Heaven with po~ 
wer, and angels, and the glory of His Father. His first advent 

had John the Baptist as its forerunner; and His second, in which 

He is to come in glory, will exhibit Enoch, and Elias, and John 

the Divine. Behold, too, the Lord's kindness to man; how even in 

the last times He shows His kindness to mortals, and pities chem 

For He will not leave us even then without prophets, but will send 
them to us for our instruction and assurance, and to make us give heed 
to the advent of the adversary, as He intimated also of old in this 
Daniel. For He says, 'I shall make a covenant of one week, and in the 
midst of the week my sacrifice and libation shall be removed.’ (Dan 
9:27) For by one week he indicates the showing forth of che seven 
years which shall be in the last times. And the half of the week the 
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two prophets, along wich John, will cake for che purpose of proclaim- 
ing co all the world the advent of Antichrist, that is to say, for a 
‘thousand two hundred and sixty days clothed in sackcloch;' (Rev 11:3 
and they will work signs and wonders with the object of making men 
ashamed and repentanc, even by these means, on account of their sur— 
passsing lawlessness and impiety. ‘And if any man will hurt them, 

fire will proceed out of their mouth, and devour their enemies. These 
have power to shut heaven, that it not rain in the days of the advent 
of Antichrist, and to turn waters into blood, and to smice che earch 
with all plagues as often as they will.' (Rev. 11:6; 1 Kgs 27:1; Ec~ 
clus. 48:3) And when they have proclaimed all these things they will 
fall on the sword, cut off by the accuser. And they will fulfil their 
testimony, as Daniel also says; for he foresaw that the beast that 
came up out of the abyss would make war with them, namely with Enoch 
Elias and John, and would overcome them, and kill them, because of 
their refusal to give glory to the accuser, that is, the little horn 
that sprang up. And he, being lifted up in heart, begins in che end 
to exalt himself and glorify himself as God, persecuting the saint 
and blaspheming Christ. 


But as, in accordance with the train of our discussion, we have been 
constrained to come to the matter of the days of the dominion of the 
adversary, it is necessary to state in the first place what concerns 
his nativicy and growth; and then we must turn our discourse, as we 
have said before, to the expounding of this matcer, viz., chat in all 
respects the accuser and son of lawlessness is to make himself like 
our Saviour. Thus also the demonstration makes the matter clear to 
us. Since the Saviour of the world, with the purpose of saving the 
race of men, was born of the immaculate and virgin Mary (one text 
reads ‘ever-virgin'), and in the form of the flesh crod the enemy un- 
derfoot, in the exercise of the power of His own proper divinity; in 
the same manner also will the accuser come forth from an impure wo- 
man upon the earth, but shall be born of a virgin spuriously. For our 
God sojourned with us in the flesh, after that very flesh of ours which 
He made for Adam and all Adam's posterity, yet without sin. But the 
accuser, though he take up flesh, will do it only in appearance; for 
how should we wear that flesh which he did not make, but against which 
he warreth daily? And it is my opinion, beloved, that he will assume 
this phenomenal kind of flesh as an instrument. For this reason also 
is he to be born of a virgin, as if a spirit, and then to the rest he 
will be manifested as flesh. For as to a virgin bearing, this we have 
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known only in the case of the all-holy Virgin, who bore the Saviour 
verily clothed in flesh. For Moses says, ‘Every male that openeth 
the woub shall be called holy unto the Lord.’ (Ex. 34:19; Num. 8:16 
Luke 2:23) This is by no means the case with him; but as che adver~ 
sary will not open the womb, so neither will he take to himself real 
flesh, and be circumcised as Christ was circumcised. And even as 
Christ chose His Apostles, so will he too assume a whole people of 
disciples like himself in wickedness. 


Above all, moreover, he will love the nation of the Jews. And with 
all these he will work signs and terrible wonders, false wonders and 
not true, in order to deceive his impious equals. For if it were pos~ 
sible, he would seduce even the elect (Matt. 24:24) from the love of 
Christ. But in his first steps he will be gentle, loveable, quiet, 
pious, pacific, hating injustice, detesting gifts, not allowing idol- 
atry; loving, says he, the Scriptures, reverencing priests, honoring 
his elders, repudiating fornication, detesting adultery, giving no 
heed to slanders, not admitting oaths, kind co strangers, kind to the 
poor, compassionate. And then he will work wonders, cleansing lepers, 
raising paralytics, expelling demons, proclaiming things remote just 
as things present, raising the dead, helping widows, defending orphans 
loving all, reconciling in love men who contend, and saying to such 
"Let not the sun go down upon your wrath;' (Eph. 4:26) and he will not 
acquire gold, nor love silver, nor seek riches. 

And all this he will do corruptly and deceitfully, and with the pur- 
pose of deluding all to make him king. For when the peoples and 
tribes see so great virtues and so great powers in him, they will al 
wich one mind meet together to make him king. And above all others 
shall the nation of the Hebrews be dear to the tyrant himself, while 
they say one to another, Is there found indeed in our generation such 
aman, so good and just? That shall be the way with the race of the 
Jews pre-eminently, as I said before, who, thinking as they do, that 
they shall behold the king himself in such power, will approach him 
to say, We all confide in thee, and acknowledge thee to be just upon 
the whole earth; we all hope to be saved by thee; and by thy mouth we 
have received just and incorruptible judgement. 


And at first indeed, that deceitful and lawless one, with crafty de- 
ceitfulness, will refuse such glory; but the men persisting, and hold~ 
ing by him, will declare him king. And thereafter he will be lifted 
up in heart, and he who was formerly gentle will become violent, and 
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he who pursued love will become pitiless, and the humble in heart will 
become haughty and inhuman, and the hater of unrighteousness will per- 
secute the righteous. Then, when he is elevated to his kingdom, he 
will marshall war; and in his wrath he wil! smire chree mighty kings 
=--those, namely, of Egypt, Libya, and Ethiopia. And after that he 
will build the cemple in Jerusalem, and will restore it again speedi- 
ly, and will give it over to the Jews. And then he will be lifted 
up in heart against every man; yea, he will speak blasphemy also a~ 
gainst God, thinking in kis deceit chat he shall be king upon the 
earth hereafter forever; not knowing, wiserable wretch, that his king~ 
dom is to be quickly brought to nought, and that he will quickly have 
to meet the fire which is prepared tor him, along with all who trus 
him and serve him. For when Daniel said, '1 shail make my covenan 

for one week,’ (Dan 9:27) he indicated seven years; and the one half 
of the week is for the preaching of the prophets, and for the other 
Naif of the week-—-that is to say, for three years and a hall—-Anti- 
cheist will reign upon the earth. And after this his kingdom and hi 
glory shall be taken away. Behold, ye who love God, what manner o} 
tribulation there shall rise in those days, such as has not been fron 
the foundation of the world, no, nor ever shall be, except in those 
days alone. Then the lawless one, being lifted up in heart, will ga 
cher together his demons in man's form, and will abominate those who 
call him co che kingdom, and will pollute many souls 


For he will appoint princes over them from among the demons. And he 
will no longer seem to be pious, but altogether and in all things he 
will be harsh, severe, passionate, wrathful, terrible, inconstant, 
dread, morose, hateful, abominable, savage, vengeful, iniquitou 

And, bent on casting the whole race of men into che pit of perdition, 
he will multiply false signs. For when all the people greet him with 
their acclamations at his false displays, he will shout with a strong 
voice, so that the place shall be shaken in which the multitudes stand 
by him: "Ye peoples, and tribes, and nations, acquaint yourselves with 
ny mighty authority and power, and the strength of my kingdom. What 
prince is there so great as I am? What God is there but I? Who wil 
stand up against my authority?" Under the eye of the spectators he 
will remove mountains from their places, he will walk on the sea with 
dry feet, he will bring down fire from heaven, he will curn the day 
into darkness and the night into day, he will curn che sun about - 
wheresoever he pleases; and, in short, in che presence of those who 
behold him, he will show all the elements of the earth and sea to be 
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subject to him in the power of his specious manifestation. For if, 
while as yet he does: not exhibit himself as the son of perdition, he 
raises and excites against us open war even to battles and slaughters 
at that time when he shall come in his own proper person, and men shall 
see him as he is in reality, what machinations and deceits and delu- 
sions will he not bring into play, with the purpose of seducing all 
men, and leading them off from the way of truth, and from the gate of 
the kingdom? 


Then, after all these things, the heavens will not give their dew, the 
clouds will not give their rain, the earch will refuse to yield its 
fruits, the sea shall be filled with stench, che rivers shall be dried 
up, the fish of the sea shall die, men shall perish of hunger and 
thirst; and father embracing son, and mother embracing daughter, will 
die together, and there will be none to bury them. But the whole 
earth will be filled with the stench from the dead bodies cast forth 
And the sea, not receiving the floods of the rivers, will become like 
mire, and will ve filled with an unlimiced smell and stench. Then 
there will be a mighty pestilence upon the whole earch, and then too, 
inconsolable lamentation, and measureless weeping, and unceasing 
mourning. Then men will deem those happy who are dead before them, 
and will say to them, ‘Open your sepulchres, and take us miserable be~ 
ings in; open your receptacles for the reception of your wretched 
kinsmen and acquaintances. Happy are ye, in that ye have not seen our 
days. ‘“yppy are ye, in that ye have not had to witness this painful 
life of ours, nor this trremediable pestilence, nor these straics chat 
possess our souls.! 


Then that abominable one will send his commands throughout every go- 
vernment by the hand at once of demons and of visible men, who shall 
say, 'A mighty king has arisen upon the earth; come ye all to worship 
him; come ye all to see the strength of his kingdom: for behold, he 
will give you corn; and he will bestow upon you wine, and great riches, 
and lofty honors. For the whole earth and sea obeys his command. Come 
ye all to him.' And by reason of the scarcity of food, all will go to 
him and worship him; and he will put his mark upon their right hand 
and on their forehead, that no one may put the sign of the honorable 
Cross upon his forehead with his right hand; but his hand is bound. 

And from that time he shall not have power to seal any one of his mem 
bers, but he shall be attached to the deceiver, and shall serve him 
and in him there is no repentance. But such an one is lost at once to 
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God and to men, and che deceiver will give them scanty food by reason 
of his abominable seal. And his seal upon the forehead and upon the 
right hand is the number. 'Six hundred threescore and six.' (Rev. 13: 
18) And I have an opinion as to chis number though 1 do not know the 
matter for certain; for many names have been found in chis number when 
it is expressed in writing. Scill we say thac perhaps che scription 
of this same seal will give us the word 1 deny. For even in recent 
days, by reason of his ministers---chac is co say, the idolacer: 

that bitter adversary took up the word deny, when che lawless pressed 
upon the witnesses of Chrisc, with the adjuracion, 'Deny chy God, the 
crucified One.’ 


Of such kind, in the time of that hater of all good, will be the seal 
the tenor of which will be this: I deny the Maker of heaven and earth, 
1 deny the baptism, I deny my (former) service, and attach myself to 
thee, and believe in thee. For this is what the prophets Enoch and 
Elias will preach: Believe not the enemy who is to come and be seen; 
for he is an adversary and corrupter and son of perdition, and deceives 
you; and for this reason he will kill you, and smite chem with the 
sword. Behold the deceit of the enemy, know the machinations of the 
beguiler, how he seeks to darken the mind of men uccerly. For he will 
show forth his demons brilliant like angels, and he will bring in hosts 
of the incorporeal without number. And in the presence of all he ex 
hibits himself as taken up into heaven with trumpets and sounds, and 
the mighty shouting of those who hail him with indescribable hymns 

the heir of darkness himself shining like light, and at one time soar- 
ing to the heavens, and at another descending to the earth with great 
glory, and again charging the demons, like angels, to execute his be- 
hests with much fear and trembling. Then will he send the cohorts of 
demons among the mountains and caves and dens of the earth, to track 
out those who have been concealed from his eyes, and to bring them 
forward to worship him. And those who yield to him will he seal with 
his seal; but those who refuse to submit to him will he consume with 
incomparable pains and bitterest torments and machinations, such as 
have never been seen, nor have reached the ear of man, nor have been 
seen by the eye of mortals. 


Blessed shall they be who overcome the tyrant then. For they shall be 
set forth as more illustrious and loftier than the first witnesses 

for the former witnesses overcame his minions only, but these overthrow 
and conquer tha accuser himself, the son of perdition. With what eu- 
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logies and crowns, therefore, will they not be adorned by our King, 
Jesus Christ! 


But lec us revert to the matter in hand. When men have received the 
seal, then, and find neither food nor water, they will approach him 
with anguish, saying, Give us to eat and drink, for we all faint wich 
hunger and all manner of straits; and bid the heavens yield us water, 
and drive off from us the beasts that devour men. Then will that 
crafty one make answer, mocking them with absolute inumanity, and say- 
ing, The heavens refuse to give rain, the earth yields not again its 
fruits; whence then can I give you food? Then, on hearing the words 

of this deceiver, these miserable men will perceive that this is the 
wicked accuser, and will mourn in anguish, and weep vehemently, and 
beat their faces with their hands, and lacerate their cheeks with their 
aails, while they say to each other: Woe for the calamity! woe for the 
sitter contract! woe for the deceitful covenant! woe for the mighty 
nischance! How have we been beguiled by the deceiver! how have we been 
joined to him! how have we been caught in his toils! how have we been 
saken in his abominable net! how have we heard the Scriptures, and 
inderstood them not! For truly those who are engrossed with the af- 
fairs of life, and with the lust of this world, will be easily brought 
over to the accuser then, and sealed by him. 


But many who are hearers of the divine Scriptures, and have them in 
their hand, and keep them in mind with understanding, will escape his 
(mposture. For they will see clearly through his insidious appear- 
ance and his deceitful imposcure, and will flee from his hands, and be- 
take themselves to the mountains, and hide themselves in the caves of 
the earth; and they will seek after the Friend of man with tears and 

a contrite heart; and He will deliver them out of his toils, and with 
His right hand He will save those from his snares who in a worthy and 
righteous manner make their supplication to Him. 


St. Hippolytus continues in the description of the last days; to be continued in the next iseue.] 


MONEY AND THE CHURCH 
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Money, like power, makes people crazy. In modern society, where mo- 
ney brings power and power brings money, people and the way chey run 
eir lives, cheir families, their businesses, their governmencs and 
their churches, are in double jeopardy. 


Money also makes people confused: confused about priorities, confused 
about what is real and confused about how to treat other people. And 
iz seems chaz money is bringing increasing confusion co che Orchodox 
Church, The root of this confusion in the Church would seem to be 
this: we have chosen to forget che fact that Christians are not called 
to help the poor. We are called co be the poor 


Because few remember this fact (or were ever taught ic at all) and 
even fewer carry it out, our American 'jurisdiccions’ have undertaken 
to establish national charity drives, mission funds and stewardship 
programs. Certainly founded and operated wich good intencions, these 
programs, as wich anything else in this world, can serve either God 
or the devil. 


1f the people of the Church are led to believe that national charity 
drives are the norm for Christian sharing, that giving a certain a- 
mount of money to some faceless mass known as ‘the poor! racks up 
points for them in heaven, and that individual parishes and the Church 
as a whole need money to survive and carry on missions, chen this i 
the work of the devil. 


If the education of the people is not neglected and if the ceachings 
of Jesus Christ are presented to them in honesty, they will realize 
after awhile, chat national charity drives are only a minute part of 
the work of the Church, the most important being charity on a local 
and, especially, personal, level; that they can't buy their way inco 
God's favor, and that all the Church needs to grow and prosper all 
over America is to worry not so much about ‘special collections’ as 
to giving herself completely to the preaching and living of che Gos~ 
pel, ‘seeking First the Kingdom of God.' (Mace 6:33) 


In such a context, charity drives would always be a good instrument 
in helping to fulfil the Church's mission to the oppressed: as long 
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as we realize that the only reason we are even in a position to fi- 
nancially help anybody is because of our own weakness and inability 

20 follow the Gospel's directions on how co be perfect in God's sight. 
‘Mark 10:17-22) 


Problem number one, of course, is that so many Orthodox want to be 
Americans first and Christians second, giving themselves over to the 
dog-eat-dog way of life exalted in America, with its savage pleasures, 
presumptions, and corrupted beliefs about freedom. Another problem 
rests with some of our hierarchs, who drive about in limosines, live 
im sumptuous homes, and act Jike some of the more pompous popes of 
Rome. Until our clergy cease being comfortable in the world, one can 
hardly expect the people to. 


Also, in the faithlessness of which all of us are guilty, we often 
find it difficult to believe (though we may preach it) that God will 
take care of the Church and provide everything we need if we simply 
seek to fulfil our mission as the Church...the poor Church and the 
Shurch of the poor. After all, ‘Jurisdictions’ need money to sur- 
vive, but the Church does not. 


Finally, there is the rampant problem of our desire to be 'people- 
pleasers', to be popular and a part of the world: to be just another 
‘denomination’. We have already largely given ourselves over to this 
delight ‘ng in building up church bureaucracies on every level, indulg~ 
ing in all sorts of the wrong kind of ‘ecumenical’ activities in the 
name of a shallow ‘brotherhood’ with others who believe in Christ, 

and witnessing ethnic cultures to the American populace instead of 

the Orthodox Faith. 


the hierarchy and clergy must lead the way out of this mire. The 
people must be willing to follow---and to lead when the hierarchy and 
slergy are to lazy or ignorant to do so, and we must become uncomfor~ 
able with being comfortable in che world 


If this does not happen, we will fail whatever future tests the Lord 
will give Orthodox America and we will be like the ancient Church of 
vaodicea, to whom Jesus said: ‘Would that you were cold or hot! So 
vecause you are lukewarm, and neither cold not hot, I will spew you 
out of my mouth.’ (Rev. 3:15-16) 


Seagse, 


LETTERS FROM OUR READERS 


bear Father Gregory, 

God bless you and your Community for your labors and the LIVING 
ORTHODOXY publication. Please accept my modest contribution co fur- 
cher your work. I received my initial copy of LIVING ORTHODOXY yes— 
terday. Thank God and our Lord Jesus Christ for this inspired pub- 
lication. 1 was especially moved by the third of the "Leccers from 
a Convert". I would appreciate with deep gratitude the back copies 


which contained parts I and II 
Yours in Christ, 


Sergi Kaminsky 
Boise, 1D 


Dear Father, 

You have a good little magazine, and 1 want you to know that 1 
never throw them away. I have been giving chem co the Dominican sis- 
ters who run the local Roman Catholic high school. They have a li- 
brary, so I always donate them to their library. 

Sincerely, 
Frank Rohwedder 
Beaumont, TX 


FROM BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN: 


Dear Fr. Gregory, 

Glory to God for all things! How wonderful ic is to correspond 
with someone across the ocean, who is a true Orchodox priest and a 
helpful brother in Chrisc. 

So many thanks for your kind leccer and your wonderful books. 1 
received them safely before your leccer. Now I write you a letter. 
First of all, I write you about your books. I received from you: (a 
list of publications already supplied follows). These books are ‘Aids 
in Spiritual Life and Struggle’. I am always have read from these 
books. I want to read only Holy Scripture, Fathers, and these crue 
Orchodox books, and I hope wich help of Our Lord and His Holy Mother 
I shall be able to approach to Holy Orchodox Church 

Anciently, [my country] was Orthodox and Catholic. A lot of Or- 
thodox missioners worked here. There were some Orthodox monascerie 
for monks and nuns, but sorry our first Christian king ... was interes! 
in Latin tradicion and he turned toward Rome. Yes, you are right. 
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the Unia destroyed most and now presently in [my country] is only a 
little part of ‘Orthodox’ Church exists—-under jurisdiction of Mos- 
cow, here are some [various nationalities], yet 1 underscand your dis- 
tinccion among Orthodox and the others-—-merely pose as Orthodox---I 
think here only call chemselves Orchodox but they are very far from 
the crue. 

L have no contact with them. I were sometimes in their Liturgy 
but---it's my opinion---I think they don'c know the Liturgy. They use 
che shore forms and omit some very imporcant parts of the prayers——~ 
priest's prayers for example. So they translated the Horologion and 
Liturgicon, but it's inexact too. They changed a lot parts from the 
"uniat! (2) texts only because they are 'Uniate' (?). I spoke with 
some good scholars and they affirm too this opinion. Sorry I think 
they don't know what they do. 

I'm very sorry because I have no opportunity to share in true 
Orthodox Liturgy; however, this is a very central point in Orthodoxy 
—-I think so. 

I didn't read books about Liturgy and Orthodoxy as yet, but thank you 
for God, now I can study and read and approach it. I have some 'Uni~ 
ate! friends---they are also seekers in Orthodox way---thanks for God 
they also study the (?) and the Fathers, etc. Once perhaps it would 
be possible to find it in genuine form. Pray for it please continual~ 
ly; it Ls very important, as you know better than me 

We can correspond per letter if you can. It would be very good 
for me. I'm very glad for your letter always. (. 

I would like to ask your aids too. I should like to be acquainted 
with che Orthodox prayer treasure, liturgical and personal. [There 
follows a further request for books] If you can help me to get it in 
the future too. I see that it is very expensive, sorry. You know 
what shall be tmportant and useful books in my growing... I trust in 
your taste. Please if you can send me some pictures of Churches, mo- 
nasteries. (...) 

I remember of you in my prayers. Please pray for me. God bless 
you in your service and labor for him 


Your brother, 
[ediced to protect 
the writer] 


[Readers’ contributions to a fund to help supply periodicals and books 
to this seeker after the true Faith and others like him will be grate- 
fully accepted, and held separate from regular Press funds.] 
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WORTHY TO BE READ.... 


THE LIFE OF OUR HOLY FATHER SPYRIDON OF TREMITHUS: Sz. Spiridon Rus- 
sian Orzhodox Church. Perzh Amboy, NJ,1982; 24pp.; available from the 
Press Bookservize; $1.50. A welcome addizion to the growing number 
of Lives available in English, this zife of Sx. Spyridon is rendered 
in an easily-read scyle (comprehensible for zhe mosc part even to 
young children...our five and seven-year olds liszened atcentively to 
the whole reading). I: is a welcome change from some of the 'simpli- 
fied' lives which £ill so many volumes of Lives of the Saints in Eng~ 
lish. It is unforcunaze that individual Lives, if they are to bi 
even reasonably compleze, must be so expensive...but no one knows 
better than we do che inevicabilicy of such prices...chere is simply 
no way to reduce them, unless some wealthy benefactor underwrites the 
entire cost of printing. May we see many more Lives from the hand o} 
che dedicated and careful cranslator who has brought us this one 


ORTHODOX WAY (Orthodox Church of All Russian Saints; 3274 E. Iliff 
Ave., Denver, CO 80210; subscription by donacion). Published weekly 
chis Little paper is far more than just a parish bulletin. The bulk 
of its space ts given over to a brief digest of the week's sermon and 
to articles of general spiritual interest. It should be of consider- 
able interest co all Orthodox Christians. 


NOW AVAILABLE: 
A SPIRITUAL PORTRAIT OF SAINT JOHN OF KRONSTADT 


Written by Archimandrite Constantine of Holy Trinity Monastery, and 
originally published there first in Russian, then serially in English 
translation in ORTHODOX LIFE. Long out of print, the "Portrait" ex- 
plores the life and character of Sc. John in a collection of anecdotes 
and reminiscences gained from those who knew him. In a revised trans~ 
lation, the work constitutes an excellent word-picture of St. John. 
The text is typeset and accompanied by thirteen photographs and en- 
gravings of St. John and his surroundings. Printed on heavy offset 
paper and securely scaple-bound for durability. Single copy, $6.00 
postpaid from the Press. 


FORTHCOMING: 


LETTERS FROM A CONVERT: Missionary Letters of an Or- 
thodox Convert to Her Protestant Parents. Revised af- 
ter their original appearance in LIVING ORTHODOXY by their author, 
Marianna Friesel, of che Church of Our Savior in Indianapolis, Indi- 
ana. To be published in a convenient pocket-size format. Prepubli~ 
cation orders accepted until the end of May at $2.50/copy postpaid 

A PICTORIAL INTRODUCTION TO THE ORTHODOX FAITH, trans- 
lated from the original Japanese text of Fr. John Takahashi, wich 
newly-drawn illustrations by Luke Gehring of St. Panteleimons Church 
in Minneapolis. To be published early summer. Prepublication or- 
ders will continue to be accepted at $3.50/copy postpaid until the 
end of June. 
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FROM THE PRESS EOCSERVICE 


LIVING ORTHODOXY, back issues (*): 


Voluses 1 & 11, hardbound $20.00 
Vols. 1, 11, 11%, each 5.00 
Individual issues, ead 1.00 
tx60 Vole My Noss 9/5 2,00 
HEAPE COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER, 
issues as available: 6.00 
coaplete fron "73, w/ seroxes: 23.00 
the Sacramental Life (*) 2,00 
A Spiritual Portrait of Sts John of 
Mronstadt (Archimandrite Coestantine){*) 5,00 
Against False Union 250 
Apostasy and Antichrist 1.50 
Blessed Athanasia M 
Christianity or the Papacy 1,00 
‘the Church is One (Khosiakov) 1.25 
History oF the Council of Florence 2.50 
Fre Joba of Kronstadt (Bp. Alexander) 5.95 
‘lessed doh Kaxinoviteh 6.95 
The Northern Thebaid—hardbound 15,00 
—paperbound 10.00 
The One Thing Needful (Abp. Aadeed) 6.00 
The Restoration of the Orthodox May 
of Life (itp. Andre) 150 
Orthodox Cheistian Youth Conference 
Lectures 1978: 
1, that Ss Seculacisa? 1.25 
TL, Teonss Aids in Spiritual Struggle 1.50 
IIL, The Presbyter as Marriage Coun 
aellor; Orth. Christian Marriage 2.50 
The Orthadox Veneration of the Nother of 
God (Abp. John Haxinoviteh) 2.00 
Orthodoxy and the Religion of the Future 5,00 


Righteous Youth Peter Michurin 
Prayer Book (hardbound) 
Psalter (hardbound) 
Response of the Orthodox Church to Roman 
Catholic Overtures on Reunion 
St. Herman's Calendar 1982 
‘Seraphin's Seraphie 
The Soul After Death (Fr Seraphim Rose) 
The May of the ascetics 
Wat Orthodox Tconography 1s (Kontaglu) 
‘A Menderful Revelation to the Nor]d 
(St. Seraghin of Sarov) 
The Life of Elder Zosina 
Papa-Nicholas Plans 
Christianity or the Church (Atp. Tarton) 
From Glory to Glory (Ste Gregory of yssa) 


NOW AYATLABLE 400 

Fron the Life and teachings of Abp. Averky: 
Stand Fast in the Truth 
Life and Works 
Werks, Vol. IL 


(edited by Fre Denetrios Serfes) 
SOME USEFUL LEAFLETS: 


The Anathenas as Acts of Love 
Childree and Prayer 

Hou to Form an Orthodox Conscience 
Introduction to the Jews Prayer 
The Orthedor Church 

Wat is the Orthodox Church? 

Prayer 

The Orthodox Church: Heaven on Earth 


(+) publication oF the St. Juha of Kroestadt Press; inquire concerning quantity prices 


FOSTAGE/HAIDLING: orders to $10, $13 to $20, $25 to $50, $3; over $50 postpaid. Custosers cutside USA 
please double these postage allowances; over $50 allow 10s. All renittances in US funds, please. Ove 


te our Linited resources, we must atk that all orders be prepa 
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5.50 
1.00 
8.95 


1.50 
2.50 
3.50 


FROM THE FATHERS... 


St. Leo the Great (+461 AD): The right practice of abstinence is need~ 
ful not only for the mortification of the flesh, but also to the pu- 
rification of the mind; we desire your observance to be so complete 
that, as you cut down the pleasures which belong to the lusts of the 
flesh, so you should banish the errors which proceed from the imagina— 
tions of the heart. For he whose heart is polluted with no misbelief 
prepares himself with true and reasonable purification for the Paschal 
Feast, in which all the mysteries of our religion meet together. For 
as the Apostle says, that 'all that is not of faith is sin’ (Rom 
23), the fasting of those will be unprofitable and vain, who the fa~ 
ther of lying deceives with his delusions, and who are not fed by 
Ohrist's true flesh." 


ST. JOHN OF THE LADDER (7th century): “When, after much struggling, 
you are still unable to extract this thorn (remembrance of wrongs), 
you should apologize to your enemy, even if only in word. Then per- 
haps you may be ashamed of your long-standing insincerity coward him 
and, as your conscience stings you like fire, you may feel perfect 
love towards him. 


ST. GREGORY OF NYSSA (335-395 AD): "We should show great diligence 
not to tall away from the perfection which is attainable but to ac- 
quire as much as possible: To chat extent let us make progress within 
the realm of what we seek. For the perfection of human nature con 
sists perhaps in ics very growth in goodness. It seems good to me to 
make use of Scripture as a counsellor in chis matter. For the divine 
Voice says somewhere In the prophecy of Isaiah, ‘Consider Abraham your 
father, and Sarah who gave you birth.’ Scripture gives this admoni- 
tion to those who wander outside virtue. Just as at sea those who are 
carried away from the direction of the harbor bring themselves back 

on course by a clear sign, upon seeing either a beacon light raised up 
high or some mountain peak coming into view, in the same way, Scrip- 
ture by che example of Abraham and Sarah may guide again to the harbor 
of the Divine Will chose adrift on the sea of life vith a pilotless 
mind. Human nature is divided into male and female, and the free 
choice of virtue or evil is set before both equally. For this re 
son, the corresponding example of virtue for each sex has been exem~ 
plified by the divine Voice, so that each, by observing the one to 
which he is akin (the men to Abraham and the women to Sarah), may be 
directed in the life of virtue by the appropriate examples.” 
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